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11.26.010 Definitions. 
For the purpose of the ordinance codified in this chapter, the words and phrases shall 
have the following meanings, unless otherwise clearly indicated by the context: 
"Aerosol paint container" means any aerosol container which is adapted or made for the 
purpose of spraying paint or other substance capable of defacing property. 
"Felt tip marker" means any indelible marker or similar implement with a tip which, at its 
broadest width, is greater than one-quarter of an inch, containing ink or other pigmented 
liquid which is not water soluble. 
"Graffiti" means any inscription, word, figure, or design that is marked, etched, 
scratched, drawn, painted, pasted or otherwise affixed to or, on any surface, regardless of 
the nature of the material of that structural component, to the extent that same was not 
authorized in advance by the owners thereof. 
"Graffiti implement" means an aerosol paint container, a felt tip marker, or a graffiti 
stick. 
"Graffiti stick" means any device containing a solid form of paint, chalk, wax, epoxy, or 
other similar substance capable of being applied to a surface by pressure, and upon 
application, of leaving a mark at least one-quarter of an inch in width and not water-
soluble. 
(Ord. BL2005-635 § 1, 2005; Ord. 94-1236 § 1, 1994) 
 
11.26.020 Graffiti prohibition. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to apply graffiti on any public or privately owned 
structures located on public or privately owned real property located within the area of 
the metropolitan government. 
(Ord. 94-1236 § 2, 1994) 
 
11.26.030 Possession of graffiti implements by minors prohibited. 
It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of eighteen years to have in his or her 
possession any graffiti implement while upon public property or upon private property 
without the consent of the owner of such private property whose consent is given in 
advance and whose consent shall be given as to the person's presence while in possession 
of a graffiti implement. The foregoing provision shall not apply to the possession of felt 
tip markers by minors attending, or traveling to or from a school at which the person is 



enrolled, if the person is participating in a class at said school which formally requires the 
possession of felt tip markers. The burden of proof in any prosecution for violation of this 
section shall be upon the minor student to establish the need to possess a felt tip marker. 
(Ord. 94-1236 § 3, 1994) 
 
11.26.040 Possession of graffiti implements prohibited in designated public places. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his or her possession any graffiti implement 
while in or upon any public facility, park, playground, swimming pool, recreational 
facility, or other public building or within one hundred feet of an underpass, bridge 
abutment, storm drain, or similar types of infrastructure unless otherwise authorized by 
the metropolitan government. 
(Ord. 94-1236 § 4, 1994) 
 
11.26.045 Sale of graffiti implements to minors prohibited. 
No person or firm shall sell or cause to be sold to any person under the age of eighteen 
years, and no person under the age of eighteen years shall buy any graffiti implement as 
defined in Section 11.26.010. Evidence that a person, or his/her employee or agent 
demanded and was shown bona fide evidence of majority and acted upon such evidence 
in a transaction or sale shall be a defense to any violation of this section. For purposes of 
this section, "bona fide evidence of majority" means a document issued bya federal, state, 
county, or municipal government or agency thereof, including but not limited to, a motor 
vehicle operator's license, or registration certificate issued under the Federal Selective 
Service Act, a passport, or an identification card issued to a member of the armed forces 
which identifies an individual and provides proof of the age of such individual. 
(Ord. BL2004-259 § 1, 2005) 
 
11.26.050 Parental civil liability. 
Any parent or legal guardian who consents to, permits, or otherwise knowingly allows 
her or his child under the age of eighteen to possess a graffiti implement shall be 
personally liable for any and all costs to any person incurred in connection with the 
removal of graffiti caused by said child or by said graffiti implement. 
(Ord. 94-1236 § 5, 1994) 
 
11.26.055 Reward for information leading to arrest and conviction of violator. 
Any person who provides information that leads to the arrest and conviction of a person 
for violating the provisions of the Metropolitan Code concerning illegal dumping, 
littering or graffiti shall be paid a reward in an amount of not more than five hundred 
dollars. A committee composed of the chief of police, the director of finance and the 
district attorney general, or their designees, shall determine when and if such reward shall 
be made and further the amount of any such reward. In paying the award, thecommittee 
shall consider the amount collected from fines imposed for violations of these 
Metropolitan Code provisions. The police department shall establish and publicize a 
telephone reporting system with a dedicated telephone number that will permit 
anonymous telephone callers to report violations and enable such persons to claim the 
reward provided herein. 
(Ord. 96-526 §§ 1, 2, 1996; Ord. 95-1484 § 1, 1995) 



 
11.26.060 Penalty. 
Any person who is found to have violated the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be 
assessed a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars. 
(Ord. 94-1236 § 6, 1994) 
 
11.26.070 Severability. 
Should any court of competent jurisdiction declare any section, clause, or provision of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter to be unconstitutional, such decision shall affect only 
such section, clause or provision so declared unconstitutional, and shall not affect any 
other section, clause, or provision of the ordinance. 
(Ord. 94-1236 § 7, 1994) 
 


